
 
 

 

Junior Competitions 2026–27 – Club Consultation on U15 & U16 Structure 

Dear Coaches, Club Administrators and Regional Team Managers, 

As we approach planning for the 2026–27 junior competitions season, Volleyball England is beginning 
a formal consultation with clubs and coaches on the future structure of our U15 and U16 junior 
competitions. 

This consultation follows a comprehensive review of junior competitions delivery over the 2025–26 
season, covering participation, club capacity, venue availability, competition quality, player 
experience and long-term sustainability. 

Why we are consulting 

The 2025–26 season has shown that junior competitions are growing, well attended and highly valued, 
with: 

• Strong overall participation and gender balance 
• 8/10 High satisfaction from players, coaches and volunteers 
• Strong national reach and engagement 

At the same time, our data shows significant overlap between U15 and U16 participation, with clubs, 
volunteers and 45% (268 players) of players participating in both competitions during the same 
season. This has created duplication in delivery without always providing additional developmental 
benefit as seen in the first round of the U15 competition. 

We are fully aware of the challenges many clubs have faced, particularly in relation to travel distances 
in Tier 1 and the impact this has had on participation and decision-making specifically in the U14, U15 
and U16 tournaments. We recognise the financial, logistical and welfare considerations involved. 

As a result, we are exploring how junior competition structures can be simplified, strengthened and 
made more sustainable, while protecting access, opportunity and quality for players and clubs. 

What is being considered 

For the 2026–27 season, Volleyball England is proposing to combine the U15 and U16 Tier 1 Grand 
Prix Series to become the U16 Tier 1 Grand Prix Series with five rounds of competition, this will 
achieve: 

• Reducing duplicated competition entries for the same players 
• Create stronger, better filled competition events 
• More equally matched Grand Prix Pools improving the quality and value of competition 

weekends 
• Growth of U16 competition from four to five Grand Prix Events 
• Dedicated space in the calendar for an increase in more local and regional U14 4v4 

development 



 
 

 

This is not about reducing opportunity, but about creating a more sustainable and player-centred 
competition model that improves quality and aligns with national sport expectations. 

What we want to hear from clubs and coaches 

Your insight is essential to shaping the future of junior competitions.  

To support this, we have prepared a set of infographics (Appendix 1 & 2) which outline the evidence, 
reasoning and proposed approach in clear terms 

We are keen to understand: 

• How current U15 and U16 structures work for your club 
• The impact of competition duplication on players, coaches and volunteers 
• Your views on the proposed direction for 2026–27 
• Any different approaches to these issues that you would like to propose 
• What success would look like for your club and players 

How to provide feedback 

As part of this consultation, we invite you to complete a Microsoft Form to share your views, 
experiences and suggestions. This consultation is designed to understand how competition structure 
supports (or limits) player development from a club/coaching perspective. 

Volleyball England Junior Grand Prix Consultation 2026 – Fill in form 

The form should take approximately 10–15 minutes to complete and will be open until: 

Monday 1st June 2026. 

All feedback will be reviewed carefully and will directly inform decision‑making ahead of finalising 
junior competition structures for the 2026–27 season. 

What happens next 

• Feedback will be collated and reviewed alongside participation and delivery data 
• Further updates will be shared with clubs as planning progresses 
• Final decisions will be communicated clearly and in good time for the 2026–27 season 

We are committed to working collaboratively with clubs, coaches and volunteers to ensure junior 
competitions continue to be competitive, enjoyable, meaningful and sustainable, while supporting 
player development at every stage. 

Thank you for your continued commitment to junior volleyball and for taking the time to contribute to 
this consultation. 

Kind regards, 

Richard Williams 

https://forms.office.com/e/6BBAv2gNEr


 
 

 

Appendix 1 - Junior Grand Prix Review 25-26 

 



 
 

 

Appendix 2 - Junior Grand Prix Proposed Plans 26-27 

 


