Ashcombe Doubles Tournament Saturday 4th May 2024
The Rules
Welcome to the Ashcombe Doubles and Triples 2024
Registration from 9.30.a.m. Matches start 10.00.a.m. Tournament finishes around 5.00.p.m.
The Doubles Tournament Format will take place as follows.
· Matches will be timed over 10 minutes marked by a hooter at the start and finish.  When the hooter sounds for the end of the game, the current point is completed and counted so long as the ref has blown the whistle to start the point.  There are no timeouts or substitutions. If the score is tied a GOLDEN POINT will be played to decide the winner. 
· There will be 2 minutes between matches.

· Teams and officials must be ready when the hooter is sounded to start the match.  Failure to do so gives the opponents 2 points per minute for playing teams, or -2 points per minute for the official’s next match.  The tournament is very tightly scheduled, so no excuses will be accepted for late arrival for match time.

· Most of the first rounds feature all teams in groups of 4, 5 or 6.  All teams in a group will play each other once. 
· The starting divisions will all be composed of mixed ability teams. Teams will then be placed in appropriate divisions for their levels. UsuallyCup, Shield and Plate competitions with medals for all winners and runners up. 

· A team scores 3 points for a win, 1 for a loss. The teams will then be divided into 2, 3, 4 or 5 new divisions dependent on their positions. If points are equal at the end of the first or second round, then places will be decided by adding the total game point won and subtracting the points lost.
· A round Robin will take place in each division with the top two teams at the end of the round robin contesting a final.  The Final in each division will take place on an un-timed, first to 25-point basis.
· Winning captains must bring the result to the score table.
Please note that, except for the first matches in each round, the referees for every match are often taken from the previous match – so having completed each match please do not vacate the court unless you are sure you are definitely not refereeing. 
· Due to the proximity of obstacles to the serving area, one foot may be placed in court when serving as long as one foot remains grounded out of court.

· Beach Volleyball rules apply for the Doubles and Triples competition. Note especially no tipping, first pass cannot be a double touch. Change ends every 7 points.

· Service is decided by a coin-toss by the referee prior to the hooter and teams may then choose ends.
Freda Bussey March 2024
